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Modem Icelandic attracted the attention of theoretical l in -
guists ąuite early on, but i t was only in the last decades of the 20* century that its 
voice became distinctly audible. The complexities of the language, particularly its 
syntax, have led some linguists to pose the facetious ąuestion of whether Icelandic is 
a natural language. The phonological system, or actually chunks of the system, have 
been analysed using the different models - structuralism, generative phonology, 
post-generative phonology but a comprehensive account of the language has yet to be 
attempted. I t freąuently happened that theoretical models underwent significant 
changes or coUapsed altogether before a reasonably complete description could be 
produced using their guidelines. The time has come for a comprehensive presenta-
tion of the Icelandic phonological system which would be relatively unaflfected by the 
yagaries that hastily produced theoretical frameworks are prone to develop. The 
conviction that the time is ripe for a synthesis has prompted the idea of compiling a 
listing of theoretically-oriented studies of Icelandic phonology. The following pages 
attempt to meet this need. A few words are in order about the content and the l imi -
tations of such a compilation. 
As indicated by the title, this is a bibliography of Modern Icelandic phonology. 
Hence, i t excludes primarily phonetic studies, including dialectal investigations, of 
which there have been ąuite a few in the period in focus. The difference between a 
purely phonetic description and a phonetic description with a phonological t i l t is not 
always easy to draw, hence certain decisions have been made both to include and 
exclude individual studies, decisions which might appear ąuestionable. Purely ex-
perimental descriptions or articulatorily-based dialect studies have been excluded on 
principle. Readers interested in phonetic studies should consult Hoskuldur Prains-
son's 1980 bibliography listed below. 
Similarly, historical studies have been excluded, and for this reason some very 
prominent names in Icelandic historical scholarship are represented only marginally 
in the list below. As in the case of phonetic studies with a phonological twist, there 
were times when i t was necessary to make a choice concerning analyses of historical 
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developments as revealed in the present-day language. The guide line followed was 
the focus of the contribution: i f i t was historical, the study was omitted even i f some 
of the conclusions had synchronic implications. This explains why there are so few 
citations of Hreinn Benediktsson or Michaił Steblin-Kamenskij, to mention just two 
examples. Additionally, traditional historical phonology draws heavily on assumed 
or reconstructed phonetic forms without concerning itself too much with the linguis-
tic structure, hence i t would also be disąualified on the phonetic criterion mentioned 
above. 
Modern phonology developed as a response to the realisation of the insufficiency 
of phonetics and its tools; its major claim is that the sound structure of language is 
governed by principles not reducible to phonetic considerations. Some phonological 
trends explicitly affirmed the role of non-phonetic criteria in phonology, including 
morphological and lexical factors. For this reason i t has been decided to include in 
the list below studies which might be termed morphophonemic or those where 
phonological generalisations are claimed to be influenced by grammatical factors. 
Purely morphological studies have been omitted, however. 
Finally, the list includes only published materials. No mention is made of dis-
sertations or otherwise unpublished studies and papers. Icelandic names are ar-
ranged by the patronymic, as outside Iceland, rather than the first names, as is the 
custom in Iceland, hence, for example, Kristjan Arnason appears as Arnason. The 
cut-ofFline is the year 2000. Despite the limited scope of the bibliography, i t is hoped 
that i t wi l l serve students and scholars interested in Icelandic phonology and 
phonological theory. The compiler welcomes Information about overlooked contribu-
tions, and promises to rectify the omissions at the earliest opportunity. 
* * * 
Allen, W. Sidney 1995. On 'tenseness' in Modern Icelandic. Transactions of the Phi-
lological Society 93, 1-16. 
Anderson, Stephen R. 1969. An outline phonology of Modern Icelandic vowels. Foun-
dations of Language 5, 53-72. 
Anderson, Stephen R. 1972. Icelandic u-umlaut and breaking in a generative gram-
mar. In Firchow, Evelyn S., Kaaren Grimstad, Nils Hasselmo and Wayne A. 
0'Neil (eds.), Studies for Einar Haugen, 3-13. The Hague, Mouton. 
Anderson, Stephen R. 1976. On the conditioning of Icelandic u-umlaut. Language 
Sciences, Apri l , 26-27. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1977. Preaspiration in Modem Icelandic: phonetics and phonol­
ogy. In Petursson, Einar G. and Jónas Kristjansson (eds.), Sjótiu ritgerdir hel-
gadar Jakobi Benediktssyni, 494-504. Reykjavik, Stofnun Arna Magniissonar. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1978. Palatalization in Modern Icelandic: a case for historicism in 
synchronic linguistics. Lingua 46,185-203. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1980. Some processes in Icelandic connected speech. I n Hovd-
haugen, Even (ed.), The Nordic languages and modern linguistics 4, 212-222. 
Oslo, Universitetsforlaget. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1983. Ahersla og hrynjandi i islenskum ordum. Islenskt mól og 
almenn mdlfrsedi 5, 53-80. 
Modern Icelandic phonology in the twentieth century: a bibliography 313 
Arnason, Kristjan 1984. Towards a model of Modern Icelandic syłlable types. 
Islenskt mdl og almenn mdlfrsebi 6, 135-153. 
Arnason, Kristjdn 1985. Icelandic word stress and metrical phonology. Studia Lin-
guistica 39, 93-129. 
Arnason, ICristjan 1985. Morphology, phonology, and u-umlaut in Modern Icelandic. 
In Gussmann, Edmund (ed.), Phono-Morphology. Studies in the interaction of 
phonology and morphology, 10-22. Lublin, Redakcja Wydawnictw Katolickiego 
Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1986. The segmental and suprasegmental status of preaspiration 
in Modern Icelandic. Nordic Journal of Linguistics 9, 1-23. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1987. The stress of prefixes and suf[ixes in Icelandic. I n Greger-
sen, Kirsten and Hans Basboll (eds.), Nordic prosody IV, 137-146. Odense, 
Odense University Press. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1992. Problems in the lexical phonology of Icelandic. I n Dressler, 
Wolfgang U., Hans C. Luschiitzky, Oskar E. Pfeiffer and John R. Rennison 
(eds.), Phonologica 1988, 5-14. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1994-1995. Tiraun t i l greiningar a islensku tónfalli. Islenskt mdl 
og almenn mdlfraedi 16-17, 99-131. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1997. Hljódfraediathuganir Jóns Ófeigssonar. Ord og tunga 3, 71-
78. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1998. Vowel shortness in Icelandic. I n Kehrein, Wolfgang and 
Richard Wiese (eds.), Phonology and morphology of the Germanie languages, 3-
25. Tiibingen, Max Niemeyer Yerlag. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1998. Toward an analysis of Icelandic intonation. I n Werner, 
Stefan (ed.), Nordic Prosody V I I , 49-62. Frankfurt, Peter Lang. 
Arnason, Kristjan 1999. Icelandic and Faroese. In van der Hulst, Harry (ed.), Word 
prosodic systems in the languages of Europę, 567-603. Berlin, Mouton de 
Gruyter. 
Benediktsson, Hreinn 1959 Nokkur dsemi um ahriftsbre5i;ingar i islenzku. Isleznk 
tunga 1, 55-70. 
Benediktsson, Hreinn 1961-62 Icelandic dialectology: methods and results. Islenzk 
tunga 3, 72-113. 
Benediktsson, Hreinn 1963. The non-uniqueness of phonemic solutions: ąuantity and 
stress in Icelandic. Phonetics 10, 133-153. 
Benediktsson, Hreinn 1969. The semivowels of Icelandic. Underlying vs. surface 
structure and phonological change. I n Tilegnet Carl Hj. Borgstr0m, 13-29. Oslo, 
Uniyersitetsforlaget. 
Benediktsson, Hreinn 1979. A phantom of a rule: Icelandic vowel shift. Nordic Jour­
nal of Linguistics 2, 65-89. 
Bergsveinsson, Sveinn 1963. Die Wortbetonung im Islandischen. Phonetica 10, 213-
221. • 
Bergsveinsson, Sveinn 1965. Aherzla a neitunarforskeytinu d- f lysingaroróum og 
lysingarhattum. Islenzk tunga 6, 71-81. 
Bernardez, Enriąue 1972. El sistema consonantico del islandes moderno. Filologia 
moderna, 45, 327-335. 
Booij, Geert E. 1986. Icelandic vowel lengthening and prosodic phonology. I n Beu-
kema, F. and A. Hulk (eds.), Linguistics in the Netherlands 1986, 9-18. Dor-
drecht, Foris. 
314 Edmund Gussmann 
Bóóvarsson, Arni 1953. Sitthva5 um lokhljóó. I n B6óvarsson, Arni , Halldór Halldórs-
son and Jakob Benediktsson (eds.), Afmaeliskuedja til Alexanders Jóhannessonar 
frd samstarfsmdnnum og nemendum, 1-8. Reykjavik, Helgafell. 
Bóóvarsson, Arni 1977. Lengd og formendur endingarserhljóda i nokkrum islenskum 
orSum. Petursson, Einar G. and Jónas Kristjansson (eds.), Sjótiu ritgerdir hel-
gadar Jakobi Benediktssyni, 10-19. Reykjavik, Stofnun Arna Magnussonar. 
Coates, Richard 1987. Icelandic ąuantity and syllabification. I n Dressler Wolfgang 
U., Hans C. Luschiitzky, Oskar E. Pfeiffer and John R. Rennison (eds.), Pho­
nologica 1984, 33-38. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 
Garnes, Sara 1971. Breaking in Icelandic: the loss of a phonological rule. Papers 
from the Seventh Regional Meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society, 385-393. 
Chicago, Chicago Linguistic Society. 
Garnes, Sara 1973. Phonetic evidence supporting a phonological analysis. Journal of 
Phonetics 1, 273-288. 
Gussmann, Edmund 1984. Naturalness, morphology, and the Icelandic velar pala-
talisation. Nordic Journal of Linguistics 7, 145-163. 
Gussmann, Edmund 1985. The morphology of a phonological rule: Icelandic vowel 
length. In Gussmann, Edmund (ed.), Phono-morphology: studies in the inter­
action of phonology and morphology, 75-94. Lublin, Redakcja Wydawnictw Ka­
tolickiego Uniwers3rtetu Lubelskiego. 
Gussmann, Edmund 1986. The unnatural phonology of Icelandic and Polish velar 
palatalisations. Studia Anglica Posnaniensia 18, 37- 57. 
Gussmann, Edmund 1999. Preaspiration in Icelandic: unity in diversity. Studia 
Anglica Wratislaviensia 35,163-181. 
Gussmann, Edmund 2000. Icelandic preaspiration as a testing ground for 
phonological theories. In Thórhallsdóttir, Gudrun (ed.), The Nordic languages 
and modern linguistics 10, 93-103. Reykjavik, Institute of Linguistics. 
Haugen, Einar 1941. On the consonantal pattern of Modern Icelandic. Acta linguis-
tica 2, 98-107. Reprinted in Firchow, Eevelyn S., Kaaren Grimstad, Nils Has­
selmo and Wayne A. 0'Neil (eds.), Studies by Einar Haugen, 83-90. The Hague, 
Mouton. 
Haugen, Einar 1958. The phonemics of Modem Icelandic. Language 34, 55-88. Re­
printed in Firchow, Evelyn S., Kaaren Grimstad, Nils Hasselmo and Wayne A. 
0'Neil (eds.), Studies by Einar Haugen, 355-389. The Hague: Mouton. 
Hermans, Ben 1985. The relation between aspiration and preaspiration in Modern 
Icelandic. I n van der Hulst, Harry and Norval Smith (eds.), Advances in non-
linear phonology, 237-265. Dordrecht, Foris. 
IndriSason, 5>orsteinn G. 1994. Regluuirkni i ordasafni og utan pess. Um lexikalska 
hljódkerfisfrgedi islensku. Reykjavik, Malvisindastofnun Haskóla Islands. 
IndriSason, l>orsteinn G. 2000. Derivational suffixes in Icelandic: changes and clines. 
I n Thórhallsdóttir, Gudrun (ed.), The Nordic languages and modern linguistics 
10, 275-285. Reykjavik, Institute of Linguistics. 
Iverson, Gregory K. and Stephen R. Anderson 1976. Icelandic u-umlaut: an exchange 
of views. Language Sciences, October, 28-34. 
Iverson, Gregory K. and Courtney A. Kesterson 1989. Foot and syllable structure in 
Modern Icelandic. Nordic Journal of Linguistics 12, 13-45. 
Jónsson, Johannes G. 1994. The feature [asp] in Icelandic phonology. Studia Lin-
guistica 48, 28-45. 
Modern Icelandic phonology in the twentieth century: a bibliography 315 
Keer, Edward W. 2000. Icelandic preaspiration and the moraic theory of geminates. 
In Thórhallsdóttir, Gudrun (ed.), The Nordic languages and modern linguistics 
10, 145-154. Reykjavik, Institute of Linguistics. 
Kiparsky, Paul 1984. On the lexical phonology of Icelandic. I n Elert, Claes-Christian, 
Irenę Johansson and Eva Strangert (eds.), Nordic prosody I I I , 135-164. Umea, 
Almqvist and Wiksell. 
Kristinsson, Ar i Pall 1983. Um gómhljóóafónem i islensku. Mimir 31, 41-52. 
Liberman, Anatolij S. 1969. Preaspiracja v islandskom jazyke. Skandinauskij 
sbornik (Tallinn) 14, 106-122. 
Liberman, Anatolij S. 1971. Islandskaja prosodika. K fonologićeskoj xarakteristike 
souremennogo islandskogo jazyka i ego istorii. Leningrad, Nauka. 
Liberman, Anatolij S. 1971. Gibt es Silbenakzente im Islandischen? Nordeuropa 
Studien (Greifswald) 4, 173-183. 
Liberman, Anatoly 1975. Stress in Icelandic: a chapter on Scandinavian and generał 
prosody. Phonetica 31, 125-143. 
Malone, Kemp 1923. The phonology of Modern Icelandic. Menasha, Wisconsin, 
George Banta Publishing Co. 
Malone, Kemp 1952. The phonemes of Modern Icelandic. University of Kansas Pub-
lications. Humanistic studies, no. 29 {Studies in Honor of Albert Morey Stur-
teuant), 5-21. Slightly revised in Kemp Malone Studies in heroic legend and in 
current speech, 268-282. Einarsson, Stefan and Norman E. Eliason (eds.), Co-
penhagen, Rosenkilde and Bagger. 
Malone, Kemp 1953. Long and short in Icelandic phonemics. Language 29, 61-62. 
Malone, Kemp 1962. On symmetry in phonemic analysis. Language 38, 142-146. 
Moren, Bruce and Viola Miglio 2000. Issues in Icelandic phonology: a unified ap-
proach. In Thórhallsdóttir, Gudrun (ed.) The Nordic languages and modern lin­
guistics 10, 155-167. Reykjavik, Institute of Linguistics. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1971. On the phonological boundary between constituents in Modern 
Icelandic compound words. Linguistica (Ljubljana) 11, 51-59. Reprinted in 
Oreśnik 1985, 49-57. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1972. On the epenthesis rule in Modern Icelandic. Arkiv for nordisk 
filologi 87,1-32. Reprinted in Oreśnik 1985, 59-90. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1972. Morphophonemic notes on the Modern Icelandic imperative 
singular. In Firchow, Evelyn S., Kaaren Grimstad, Nils Hasselmo and Wayne A. 
0'Neil (eds.), Studies for Einar Haugen, 450-459. The Hague, Mouton. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1972. Four Modern Icelandic devoicing rules. Linguistica (Ljubljana) 
12, 137-156. Reprinted in Oreśnik 1985, 91-110. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1973. The Modem Icelandic u-umlaut rule. In Dahlstedt, Karl-
Hampus (ed.), The Nordic languages and modern linguistics 2, 621-633. Stock-
holm, Almqvist & Wiksell. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1976. Uber die Lautalternationen im neuislandischen Typus ueggur. 
Skandinauistik 6 (Kiel), 110-116. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1977. On the Modern Icelandic palatalisation rule. I n Elert, Claes-
Christian, Stig Eliasson, Sigurd Fries and Sture Ureland (eds.), Dialectology 
and sociolinguistics. Essays in honour of Karl-Hampus Dahlstedt, 137-145. 
Umea, Umea Studies in the Humanities. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1977. Modern Icelandic u-umlaut from a descriptive point of view. I n 
Kristjansson, Jónas (ed.) Gripla II, 151-182. Reykjavik, Stofnun Arna Magnus­
sonar. Reprinted in Oreśnik 1985, 111-142. 
316 Edmund Gussmann 
Oreśnik, Janez 1977. Three Modern Icelandic morphophonemic rules. In Petursson, 
Einar G. and Jónas Kristjansson (eds.), Sjótiu ritgerdir helgadar Jakobi Bene­
diktssyni, 621-626. Reykjavik, Stofnun Arna Magnussonar. Reprinted in 
Oreśnik 1985, 143-148. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1978. The Modern Icelandic epenthesis rule revisited. Arkiu fór nor­
disk filologi 93, 166-173. Reprinted in Oreśnik 1985, 153-160. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1978. On the Modern Icelandic i-umlaut rule. General Linguistics 18, 
181-200. Reprinted in Oreśnik 1985, 161-180. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1978. Modern Icelandic preaspiration from the phonological point of 
view. Linguistica (Ljubljana) 18, 141-166. 
Oreśnik Janez 1979. On the pronunciation of Modern Icelandic róvl(a) and slafne-
skur. islenskt mól og almenn mólfraedi 1, 225-232. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1980. On the lack of palatalisation before -end- in the plural of Ice­
landic nominalised present participles such as leikandi. Linguistica (Ljubljana) 
20, 245-259. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1985. Studies in the phonology and morphology of Modern Icelandic. 
A collection of essays. Edited by Petursson, Magnus. Hamburg: Helmut Buske 
Yerlag. 
Oreśnik, Janez 1989. Die neuislandische Vokalquantitat - ein neuer Yersuch der 
Beschreibung. In Knut Brynhildsvoll (ed.), UberBriicken. Festschrift filr Ulrich 
Groenke zum 65. Geburstag, 39-55. Hamburg, Helmut Buske Yerlag. 
Oreśnik, Janez and Magnus Petursson 1977. Quantity in Modern Icelandic. Arkiu fór 
nordisk filologi 92, 155-171. 
Petursson, Magnus 1973. Phonologie des consonnes nasales en islandais modernę. 
La linguistiąue 9, 115-138. 
Petursson, Magnus 1975. Le system vocalique de Tislandais: faits phonetiques et 
interpretation phonologique. Lingua 35, 35-59. 
Petursson, Magnus 1978. Dróg ad hljódkerfisfrsedi. Reykjavik, Idunn. 
Plotkin, YulT, J . 1974. Is length phonologically relevant in Icelandic? Phonetica 30, 
31-40. 
Richter, G. C. 1984. Lexical borrowing in Modern Icelandic and syllable structure 
constraints. I n Proceedings of the first eastern states conference on linguistics, 
288-297. Ohio. 
Ringen, Catherine, O. 1999. Aspiration, preaspiration, deaspiration, sonorant de-
Yoicing and spirantization in Icelandic. Nordic Journal of Linguistics 22, 137-
156. 
Rógnvaldsson, Eirikur 1981. U-hljó5varp og onnur a-ó vixl i niitimaislensku. Islenskt 
mól og almenn mólfraedi 3, 25-58. 
Rógnyaldsson, Eirikur 1993. Islensk hljódkerfisfrsedi. Reykjavik, Mślyfsindastofnun 
Haskóla Islands. 
Sigurjónsdóttir, SigriSur 1988-1989. Nokkur oró um adblastur, frśblastur og afród-
dun 1 islensku. Islenskt mól og almenn mólfrsedi 10-11, 130-137. 
Steblin-Kamenskij, Michaił, I . 1960. The vowel system of Modern Icelandic. Studia 
Linguistica 14, 35-46. 
Stong-Jensen, Margaret 1987. Length and syllabification in Icelandic. In Proceedings 
ofthe IP'' International Congress of Phonetic Sciences, voI. 2, 157-160. Tallinn. 
Stong-Jensen, Margaret 1987. Lexical overgeneration in Icelandic. Nordic Journal of 
Linguistics 10, 181-205. 
Modern Icelandic phonology in the twentieth century: a bibliography 317 
Stong-Jensen, Margaret 1992. Syncope as syllabification in Icelandic. I n Louis-
Jensen, Joanna and Johan Hendrik W. Poulsen (eds.), The Nordic languages 
and modern linguistics 7, 605-614. Tórshaven, F0roya FróSskaparfelag. 
Svavarsdóttir, Asta 1984. Samfellt eóa ekki samfellt? Um vensl hljómenda i islensku 
og {jśttagildi fM. Islenskt mdl og almenn mdlfraedi 6, 7-32. 
Thrainsson, Hoskuldur 1978. Dialectal variation in Icelandic as evidence for aspira­
tion theories. In Weinstock, John (ed.), The Nordic languages and modern lin­
guistics 3, 533-544. Austin, Texas, The University of Texas at Austin. 
Thrainsson, Hoskuldur 1978. On the phonology of Icelandic preaspiration. Nordic 
Journal of Linguistics 1, 3-54. 
Thrainsson, Hoskuldur 1980. Sonorant devoicing at lake Myvatn: a change in prog-
ress. In Hovdhaugen, Even (ed.), The Nordic languages and modern linguistics 
4, 355-364. Oslo, Uniyersitetsforlaget. 
f>rainsson, Hoskuldur 1980. Skra um bsekur, ritgeróir og ritdóma sem Ęalla um 
hljódfrseói og hljóSkerfisfrseói islensks nutióarmals. Islenskt mdl og almenn mdl­
fraedi 2, 241-254. 
Wurzel, Wolfgang U. 1980. Once more: palatalization in Modern Icelandic. I n Hovd-
haugen, Even (ed.), The Nordic languages and modern linguistics 4, 382-392. 
Oslo, Uniyersitetsforlaget. 
